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around her and was an inspiration to us 
all. I know her legacy lives on through 
her extended family and in every per-
son she touched with her compassion, 
strength, and wisdom.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING NORTHSIDE HIGH 
SCHOOL’S DUAL BASKETBALL 
STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS 

∑ Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate 
my alma mater, Northside High School 
in Fort Smith, AR, on winning 6A 
State championships in both boys and 
girls basketball this year. 

The high school basketball season 
was as exciting as ever in the Natural 
State, but folks in my hometown of 
Fort Smith were especially enthusi-
astic when tournament time came 
around because both the boys’ and 
girls’ teams had advanced to 
postseason play. Both squads have won 
multiple State titles, and the fans were 
eager to add another this season. 

Both the boys’ and girls’ teams ad-
vanced through their respective tour-
naments and made it to the finals, 
overcoming challenges from talented 
teams from across Arkansas. The 
championship games were incredibly 
competitive, and each came down to 
the wire. 

The Lady Bears faced off against 
Bentonville in their State title game. 
Led by Jersey Wolfenbarger’s 21-point 
effort, including the game-winning bas-
ket as time expired, the team ended 
the contest on a 7–0 run to claim the 
school’s seventh girls basketball State 
championship since 1999. Each of those 
titles was won under the direction of 
coach Rickey Smith. The team ended 
the season ranked 17th in the Nation in 
USA Today’s high school rankings. 

Not to be outdone, the Northside 
Grizzlies boys’ team also had a memo-
rable championship game that included 
a half-court basket to end the first 
half. Facing off against Bryant High 
School, Northside led for most of the 
contest. After Bryant tied the game 
late in the fourth quarter, Northside 
came up with a three-point basket and 
held onto the lead until the end of reg-
ulation. Junior center Jaylen Williams’ 
play—he scored 20 points and grabbed 
16 rebounds—earned him the MVP des-
ignation. The championship was the 
11th in school history. The Grizzlies 
were led by coach Eric Burnett who be-
lieved his team was built for a good run 
in the tournament because of the dif-
ficulty of its nonconference schedule. 
This was their third consecutive cham-
pionship game appearance, having won 
a championship in 2017 as well. 

Needless to say, it was a very special 
day in Hot Springs, where the title 
games were played, and in the Fort 
Smith community, as each team 
brought home State championships in 
the same year for the second time since 
2007. 

As a former Northside Grizzly and 
someone with family roots in Fort 
Smith, I am proud that both the Griz-

zly and Lady Bears basketball teams 
earned the highest achievement pos-
sible in our State. To do so in the same 
year is an even greater testament to 
the dedication and passion of the play-
ers, coaches, student body, administra-
tors, and the fans of these terrific 
teams. 

Congratulations again to the Grizzly 
and Lady Bears squads on this tremen-
dous accomplishment, and I look for-
ward to celebrating with them, 
Northside High School, and the Fort 
Smith community in the near future.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO COURTNEY NOBLE 

∑ Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, today I 
wish to honor a great Ohioan, Courtney 
Noble, for her heroic actions this past 
December. 

Ms. Noble works as a direct support 
professional for New Avenues To Inde-
pendence, Inc.—NATI—in Mentor, OH. 
NATI is a social service organization 
that provides support and aid for peo-
ple with disabilities and special needs 
in the greater Cleveland area. 

On the morning of December 20, 2018, 
Ms. Noble was the only one on duty 
while tending to three male residents 
in the Heisley group home. As she was 
helping the residents get ready for 
their day, she heard popping and crack-
ling and sounds coming from the ga-
rage. When she opened the garage door, 
she discovered that a fire had started 
and was rapidly growing out of control. 
Without hesitation, Ms. Noble sprang 
into action. She immediately evacu-
ated all three residents from the house, 
one of whom was in a wheelchair. 

Throughout the whole situation, Ms. 
Noble’s biggest concern was the safety 
and well-being of her residents. Even as 
her car was engulfed in flames, she 
calmly escorted the three men to safe-
ty at a nearby child daycare center and 
called 911. 

Thank you, Courtney Noble, for your 
courageous actions and for all the work 
you do as a caregiver. It is because of 
your quick thinking and fearlessness 
that three Ohioans are alive today. I 
am sure that my Senate colleagues will 
join me in honoring Ms. Courtney 
Noble for her exemplary acts.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SEAN O’DONNELL 
AND IVANNA FRITZ 

∑ Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, this 
week I have the distinct honor of rec-
ognizing Sean O’Donnell and Ivanna 
Fritz of Flathead County for their re-
cent induction into the Montana Fo-
rensic Educations Association Coaches 
Hall of Fame. 

Sean O’Donnell, a lifelong Montanan 
has spent the majority of his life in 
Kalispell, MT. Mr. O’Donnell attended 
Carrol College in Helena, MT, and it 
was here that Sean fell in love with 
coaching high school speech and de-
bate. After graduation, he went back to 
Kalispell to teach and went on to join 
the Flathead coaching staff in 1992. 
Over the past 22 years, Mr. O’Donnell 

has gone on to win 10 State champion-
ships, as well as winning Class AA 
coach of the year twice. 

Ivanna Fritz, from eastern Montana, 
fell in love with speech and debate in 
college, which she took as a require-
ment for a communication degree. Ms. 
Fritz then went on to coach high 
school speech in debate, joining the 
Flathead coaching staff in 1995, until 
taking up a teaching position at Gla-
cier High School in 2007, where she 
teaches and coaches today. Ivanna has 
won a total of 13 State championships, 
along with winning Class AA coach of 
the year. 

I congratulate Sean O’Donnell and 
Ivanna Fritz, for their remarkable 
journey of 20 years of teaching and 
coaching in Flathead County. I look 
forward to seeing their continued suc-
cess.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO DR. CURTIS JONES, 
JR. 

∑ Mr. PERDUE. Mr. President, today I 
wish to congratulate one of my con-
stituents, Dr. Curtis Jones, Jr., on 
being named the 2019 National Super-
intendent of the Year. Dr. Jones is an 
outstanding public servant, and I am 
honored to commend him in the Senate 
today. 

A native of Barnesville, GA, Dr. 
Jones is the son of a schoolteacher and 
a preacher. Prior to becoming an edu-
cator himself, Dr. Jones graduated 
from the U.S. Military Academy at 
West Point and served over 20 years in 
the Army, retiring as lieutenant colo-
nel. Upon retirement from the Army, 
Dr. Jones began his career in education 
as a JROTC instructor before becoming 
a high school principal, assistant su-
perintendent, and later superintendent 
of Griffin-Spalding County Schools. 

Dr. Jones joined his current school 
district, Bibb County Schools, as super-
intendent in 2015. Under Dr. Jones’ 
leadership, the school district has been 
completely turned around, and the 
graduation rate has increased by more 
than 20 percent. Dr. Jones has brought 
the Macon-Bibb County community to-
gether for a common cause, and it has 
been a joy to see the school district’s 
progress as a result of his leadership 
and service to those students. 

Throughout this entire process, Dr. 
Jones has repeatedly recognized the 
teachers, principals, and students in 
his school district for their contribu-
tion to this award. He has also attrib-
uted his success to the love and sup-
port of his family. Dr. Jones has truly 
made his State and country proud, and 
I congratulate him and his family on 
this high honor.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO RICK BLOCKER 

∑ Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, today I 
wish to honor a lifelong champion of 
the American labor movement, Mr. 
Rick Blocker, president of the Metro 
Detroit AFL-CIO, on the occasion of 
his retirement. As a member of the 
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